This film, based on the Philip Roth novel The Dying Animal, features a stellar cast including Ben Kingsley, Penelope Cruz, Patricia Clarkson and Dennis Hopper. Elegy charts the passionate relationship between a celebrated college professor (Kingsley) and a young woman (Cruz) whose beauty both ravishes and destabilizes him. As their intimate connection transforms them more than either could imagine, a charged sexual contest evolves into an indelible love story. With humanistic warmth, wry wit and erotic intensity, this film explores the power of beauty to blind, to reveal, and to transform. [2008, Runtime: 112 min., Rated: R] The King of Masks 2:00 PM, Sunday, Jan 17
Moderator: Eric Kafka Discussion Leader: Perrin Smith
On the streets of Szechuan Province in the 1930s, the aged Wang is the King of Masks, a renowned street performer and wizard of the venerable art of mask magic. He longs to pass on his technique, but custom stipulates he can only hand down his craft to a male successor, and Wang has no children. Anxious to preserve his unique art, Wang buys an impoverished 8-year-old orphan on the black market. Wang joyously accepts the child as his grandson and heir, and begins to instruct the child in his craft. But when the child is forced to disclose a dreaded secret, Wang faces a choice between filial love and societal tradition. [1996, Runtime: 91 min., Not rated, subtitled] (continued on next page )
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Like Water for Chocolate Friday, March 5 (must be seated by 6:30 PM) This magical romance set during the Mexican Revolution focuses on the youngest of three sisters, Tita. When Tita's admirer Pedro asks for her hand in marriage, Tita's stern mother forbids it on the grounds of a cruel family tradition: the youngest daughter must never marry and remain at home to care for her mother until death. Pedro instead marries Tita's sister, insisting he did so to stay close to Tita. Finding solace in her talent for cooking, she magically whisks her sorrows, passions, and longings into her tantalizing feasts. But something strange happens: all who partake of her meals experience her feelings as she does! Tita's culinary abilities could give her the power win back her true love and to free herself from the controlling mother who denied her happiness, but at what price? [1992, Runtime: Hands of Harvest is a documentary film that offers a glimpse into a renowned American Industry being kept afloat by foreign labor. Due to the unwillingness of the younger generation of local women to pick crabs for a living, picking houses on Maryland's Eastern Shore have relied on Mexican women on seasonal H2-B visas to process the Atlantic blue crab. Blue crabs are a crucial economic resource, and local watermen are struggling to keep their livelihood and culture intact in the face of imminent demise. In addition to documenting this struggle, the film also documents the lives of the Mexican women who, in an effort to provide for their families, are unwitting allies in maintaining this industry. The intertwining of these two narratives explores the complexities of local politics, immigration, and shifting cultural tides. [2009, Runtime: 56 The Art House Theater will no longer be operational at the Movies at Midway. From a business perspective, the Movies at Midway management decided to not renew the contract. The Film Society is very appreciative to Richard Derrickson for providing the Society the opportunity to develop a year-round audience of independent film enthusiasts over a four-year period. The Film Society will continue to host film events at the Movies at Midway, which currently include the Film Festival, monthly screenings, and Around the World series.
A committee is working to find an alternative venue to resume Art House Theater operations. Suggestions are welcome and can be sent to info@rehobothfilm.com.
Thank you to all those who supported the Art House Theater for the past four years. The RBFS is committed to developing a Society-based venue to present independent films on a year-round basis. Stay tuned.
AROUND THE WORLD (Presented in partnership with Lewes Library and Movies at Midway)
Time: Films begin at 7:00 PM.
Admission: Free Location: upstairs screening room, Movies at Midway The Window 7:00 PM, Wed, Jan 6
The Window focuses on 80-year-old Antonio on a very significant day. After an absence of many years, his estranged son is coming to visit. Antonio plans for the perfect event; there will be a toast with very special champagne, an embrace, and warm words that may finally bridge the gap between them. Antonio must wait. While waiting for this event, he is confined to his room by illness and old age. He looks out his window at the Patagonian landscape and sees light and life, the past and the present, while sensing the future. He decides to secretly leave the house, unseen by his faithful caretakers, to take what might be a last walk in his fields, breathing the air, treading the earth, inhaling the scent of the land that had been his life. What could otherwise seem like insignificant memories or moments in one's life, take a special, beautiful meaning and weight in this poetic, humanistic film. [2008, Runtime: Jan, recently released from prison after serving time for the murder of a child, has always maintained his innocence and is ready to put the past behind him. A gifted organist, he takes a job at an Oslo church under his middle name, Thomas. His talent and gentle manner quickly earn him the respect of his superiors, as well as the love of the pastor, Anna. Thomas even overcomes his initial panic to return the affection of Anna's young son, Jens. But his past catches up with him when Agnes, a local teacher, comes to the church on a school visit and recognizes the organist as Jan, the young man who was convicted for the murder of her son. [2008, Runtime: When 12-year-old Jesse Hawthorne's father moves the family to a rural town, Jesse is almost immediately bullied by the local girls. These mini-mean girls seem to find Jesse's tomboy nature both repellent and yet somehow attractive. Her only ally is her neighbor, Jacob, but he has problems of his own including an aggressive, paint-huffing brother. Together, they bond with the local super-nerds, and, as puberty begins to hit their circle, everyone soon has a crush on each other, regardless of gender. Soon, Jesse and her outsider gang discover punk rock and start sneaking out to concerts. Through the power of true friendships, they embrace who they are and rise above the closed minds of their community. 
FILM FESTIVAL WRAP-UP:
Thank you sponsors, members, volunteers, contributors, and film enthusiasts who supported this year's memorable festival. Bravo to everyone who weathered the storm to see a great selection of films.
A special thanks to those who cooperated with the reserved seating policy and theater exiting procedures. Audience feedback indicated it may be appropriate to review member benefits and Festival management practices. As part of the continuing process of improving Festival operations with the goal of "enjoying films", we will be asking for problem-solving assistance from members during the first quarter of 2010. Thank you in advance for your help. Mark your calendar for 2010 ► November 10 -14!
